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SOMIL HANZAND: She will

BHESON N August.

Maria’s memoirs: From

through July 5.

Wiitieg & muslcal was a
firnt for Manzeno — and »
reluctant one ak that,

“There'e 4 millien peaple
i Mew Yok with & muaicsl In
their back pocket,” the ways,
“and I wass't aboal o poin
e leaking for & thester.”

Hut Marzano's production
had a better shot al ihe stage
than the average musical —
nat just because of ber eeleb-
rity but also becsuse of =
series of serendipitous evends
that began lagt summer,

Bob Holizman, & Milami
paablicist wiho representied the
Actors’ Tlaybouse, had mn
inte Mapzano, an ald eellape
friend, at & Miaml Children's
Hospital Pediatric Hall of
Fama fusction

As 1he palr casght ap,
Holtrman azked il she had
ewer thoaght of hirting the

infi 4 amil Man-
mano sald she hed not.

5o Holtzrman arrasged a
bumch for Manzaco with Bar-
bars Stelm, execulbve produc-
ing director of the Acters'
Flaybou=e, and Earl Banlding,
ehildron’s iheater director.

The mesting went wall
emough, Steln ssye, and “we
axied her if we could commis-
slem her work, |, Her celeb-
rity adds & lot of recognilicn
and credibility to what we're
daing bere™

Manryno agresd and part-

nered on the profect with bl

campaser Mephea Lawrence,
whi wriles miaisc for Sezame

cortiue in the role
of Maria whan Sosame Streed starts As 27k

FEATrs,

Allraved

Sireet, and lyricisl Billy Aron-
son, who worked on the
Brogdway masical, Rent.

The mausizal, ke ibe bealk,
draws on Manrano's memo-
ries of weelend family out-
i 15 the lake aned all the -
usl preparstion that went into
them: the women waking pre-
dawn tn cook food for the pac-
nic; the men makbng best-eli
ate car repairs (o ready far
the 100-mble roumderip — aaly
o Bave the carg rowtinely
broak down; tho children (wel-
ing giddy Iz anticipation . ..
then growing impatient o the
o i v,

But the maizieal has o olipht
plot twist that, Manzano says.
lemds the siory endegh len-
abon te carry the sudience
throwgh the hour-long pro-
duction,

The plot twhst lvodves the

st [t 1o legrn. the nest.

Manzano, who will con-
tinue in the role of Maria
when Sezame Siveel sinrs fis
Nth season in Auagast, doss
fok in tha piay. Mayba
bi's fuest s well

She says children doxn't
geginds T an masch as they
aeed to anymore. Part of the
rearon is that the childran®s
televizsion landscape i muich
more crowded tedsy tham
when Sesame Streel debuked
in FRGD,

“I'm competing with . . . 50
ion pappets and Dora [the
Explorer, of cable TV chil-
dren's Belwark Mickel-
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Big Bird confldes [z her. Elmao
cuddles up to her. Oscar the
Grouch can' seem (o slay angry
arciand her

As the patient aad motherly
Aaria Figuneroa Rodrigoe: on the
icomic children's belevisson serim
Sevame Sredf for the past 34
Sonia Manrano has
inspired the imaginations of
cosznbless preschoolert.

But when ibe sought |asplm-
thon for her first book, Mo Baogs

$15.95), Mantana resched imbo
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[(Simon & Schuster,
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her owa childhood growlng up
im the South Bronx durieg the
It 1550w and ‘Gl

As part of a Piserio Rican clan
that prew whenever a pew {ansly
member arrived from the sland,
Manrano says she aften felt dif-
ferend from her peers.

She mpover saw poople who
I lke her on television pro-
grams like Leave [ fo Bereer and
Father Knows Best. And even (he
fand Ber family plch'd far phe-
nkcs differed from the caber Kds™
meals: They ate peanut buiter
atid jelly sandwiches; sbe had
fiee, beans and

readd ol

‘Sesame Street’ to the stage

I used to watch a fot of television when | was a little kid and I used to
wonder, how come there’s no people who look like me?” - sonn wawzano

Manzano came to apprecizle

tho diiferences, thoaph, and ske
leoks back fondly now on the
childhood that infoemed No
Dags Allowed, a book that shonld
e fammiliar io South Flerida read-
ik T was the 7004 scleciion lor
“0me Pletare Rondk, One Com-
munity,” 8 community-wide Kit-
eracy inatiative far childres and
thelr familica

Mow Manrapo kas sdapted

No [Dogs Allowed into a chil-
drem's musical that prembeced
Juna I7 | the Actory’ Playhouse
af Mirscle Theatre in Coral
Gables.

‘Street’ to the stage

The musical runs

T G G R TR

family dog. bul you'll heve to g pogs ALLOWED". Direcsor Bl Haiuldirsg gioes Over 8 e wilh Jevemy Hewikng a3 O Cogerde the

diog and Fiorels Banch as ¥is dunng rehearss’s at Ehe Miracks Theater n Cosal Gables.

wbronl,” she ays,

Hat the mdults wha grew up
watching Sesame Street s1ill
get emaoticnsl when thay
r:n-:mmtn:::n!n'l.lnl:mﬂ,wh-u Izm

"Whati I apfear al varioss
jaces at events,” ihe says,
“peaple, eoaslly in their 30s,
will come mp o me and go,
'Ohl* more thes their kide
They'H say, T foel s ano-
thamal. 1 had nao (des | was
geing to feel so emotional
when [ msel you.' [1" bacivuse
they walched Scamme Sireet
when we wers the ogly
show."

Despite Sesame Street’s
waning influence an yoang
minds, Manzino hai not tined
of playing the part of Maria.

In fact, she relishes the rala
far allowing her to brieg o
televisdon something that was
lacking during hier childhood:
wthinie diversity.

1 used Lo wateh & Lot of
televisinn when | was a little
kid,” the says, “and | ased fo
wonder, how come there's no
people wha look fke me? Or
whe live in 8 peighborhond
ke the ane [ lve n?

=As an adalt | can tell vosi
that if & kid dosen't see them-

selves represented in society,
they doo't know whal they'ne
going to grow up o ke ..
And 5o 1 had to satisfy mysell
going to Merican movies that
my mother ased Eo Lake me (0,
s oo Tumed o iry 1o be Mozkean
becazse those were the beaa-
tifial girls [ saw in the movies.

“1 thiink i’s wonderful 1ha
[ ended iip belag or a ghow ta
remedy what ased to bother
me @ a little girl. Becasige
wisem they hired me they sabd,
“We wanl youw. We want all
the Spanish kids to relate bo
you and #ee you as ome of
them” =



